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promote conditions which enhance the opportunity for
the human flourishing of all people within a community.”

Definition of Public
Good

l  Public good or common good “entails cooperation to



Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to
assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of
grievances.



Nineteenth Amendment
The Women'’s Right to Vote

Ratified in 1920, 72 years after the first women’s rights
convention organized at Seneca Falls, NY

The Women’s Suffrage Amendment first introduced to
Congress in 1878, but did not pass for 42 years

The 19th Amendment gave 26 million women the right to
vote in the 1920 presidential election

Though 19" amendment meant that Black women could
not be denied the right to vote on the basis of sex, they
were prevented from voting by barriers that Black men
faced as well such as the poll tax and literacy tests.




Brown v. Board of
Education of Topeka, 347
U.S. 483 (1954)

“Today, education is perhaps the most important function of
state and local governments. Compulsory school attendance
laws and the great expenditures for education both
demonstrate our recognition of the importance of education
to our democratic society. It is required in the performance of
our most basic public responsibilities, even service in the
armed forces. It is the very foundation of good citizenship.
Today it is a principal instrument in awakening the child to
cultural values, in preparing him for later professional
training, and in helping him to adjust normally to his
environment. In these days, it is doubtful that any child may
reasonably be expected to succeed in life if he is denied the
opportunity of an education. Such an opportunity, where the
state has undertaken to provide it, is a right which must be
made available to all on equal terms.”
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Designed to enforce voting
rights protected by
Fourteenth and Fifteenth
Amendments; amended
five times to expand rights




The Immigration and
Nationalization Act of
1965 Changes the Face
of America

* Bill passes the House 318 to 95

« Capped visas at 290,000 per
year but vastly underestimated
how many families would take
advantage of the Family
Reunification portion of the law



1990 American With
Disabilities Act

« Has changed the way Americans view
persons with disabilities

» “No individual shall be discriminated
against on the basis of disability in the full
and equal enjoyment of the goods,
services, facilities, privileges, advantages,
or accommodations of any place of public
accommodation by any person who owns,
leases (or leases to), or operates a place
of public accommodation.”



Bryan Stevenson: Attorney
and Founder of the Racial .
Justice Initiative

"We cannot create justice
without getting close to places
where injustices prevail. We
have to get proximate.”




